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Outline

ÅNatural history of hepatitis C

ÅLatest UK figures

ÅHow we compare to Europe

ÅWhat needs to be done?





Scale of the problem

Å170 million cases worldwide

ï3% of world population

ÅPrevalence rates

ïUSA 1.8%

ïEurope 1.1%

ïEgypt 15%

















Who to treat?
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ÅModerate/severe disease

ÅEveryone (except haemophiliacs) needed 
liver biopsy
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ÅAnyone who has mild chronic hepatitis C 
can be treated without a liver biopsy



The Hepatitis C Epidemic





HPA report 2008

England & Wales (2003 estimates)
Å191,000 HCV-Ab+ cases (15-59 yrs)
Å141,000 HCV-PCR+
Å0.44% prevalence

Scotland (2006 estimates)
Å50,000 HCV-Ab+
Å38,000 HCV-PCR+
Å14,500 diagnosed
Å0.8% prevalence



HPA report 2008

England & Wales

1992-2007 62,238 cases reported

7,540 new cases reported in 2007 (12% 
increase on 2006)

2006 figure was 10% on 2005



HPA report 2008

Å90% new cases in IVDU

Å90% genotype 1 or 3

ÅGenotype 3a most common

ÅPakistan origin 2% prevalence




